’ ITS A TOUGH WORLD.
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Hungary Tactical: Annual Pride Parade to
2 5 begin from Hungarian State Opera in

JUN Budapest at 14:00 (local time) on June 27;
B e maintain heightened vigilance

Current Situation

¢ OnJune 27, the 31st Budapest Pride Parade is scheduled to begin outside the Hungarian State
Opera in Budapest at 14:00 (local time).

¢ Following the initial gathering, the participants will proceed towards Andrassy Avenue, Karoly
Boulevard, Astoria, Kossuth Lajos Street, Erzsebet Bridge, Dobrentei Square, Attila Street, before
concluding at Vermezo Park. Nineteen vehicles are also scheduled to be a part of the parade.

¢ Following the parade, staged events are scheduled to take place at the Vermezo Park from 17:00
to 20:00, and subsequently the traditional Rainbow Party will be held in Budapest Park from 22:00.

e Further details regarding the march route, including the map, are available here (in Hungarian).

¢ In association with the parade, Budapest’s police chief has ordered heightened police checks
across the entire city from 20:00 on June 26 until 8:00 on June 28. Police have also announced
associated traffic restrictions in Districts I, V, VI, and VIl of Budapest for June 27, details of which
can be found here (in Hungarian).

¢ Authorities have also issued restrictive orders to three counter-protests scheduled to take place
against the parade. However, the timing and the location of these counter-protests have not been
announced at the time of writing.
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https://budapestpride.hu/hir/minden-amit-tudni-erdemes-a-31-budapest-pride-felvonulasrol/
https://www.police.hu/hu/hirek-es-informaciok/legfrissebb-hireink/kozlekedesrendeszet/ideiglenes-forgalomkorlatozas-49

Source: Budapest Pride

Assessments & Forecast

1. In recent years, Budapest Pride has emerged as one of the most politically charged Pride events in
Europe. In March 2025, the Hungarian Parliament voted to ban the event, arguing that public Pride
gatherings violated Hungary’s “child protection” legislation by exposing minors to depictions of
homosexuality or gender transition. Despite the ban, the June 28, 2025, Budapest Pride parade
proceeded and attracted an estimated 100,000-200,000 participants, including LGBTQ+ activists,
anti-government demonstrators, European delegates, including approximately 70 Members of the
European Parliament (MEPs).

2. The event evolved beyond a traditional Pride march into a broader demonstration against the
policies of then-Prime Minister Viktor Orban. The parade concluded largely peacefully, with no
major clashes, injuries, arrests, or significant police interventions reported. Although small-scale
anti-Pride demonstrations took place in the vicinity of the march, involving counter-protesters
displaying religious symbols such as Bibles and patriarchal crosses, these remained limited in
scale and did not significantly disrupt the event.

3. In contrast, Budapest Police officially approved the 2026 parade and announced restrictions on
counter-protests rather than on Pride itself. Furthermore, the new government led by Peter Magyar
and the Tisza Party has criticized the use of assembly restrictions to ban Pride and has allowed the
event to proceed. Consequently, the 2026 march is unlikely to serve as the large-scale anti-
government mobilization witnessed in 2025. Nonetheless, persistent anti-LGBTQ+ sentiment
among conservative and far-right segments of Hungarian society, evidenced by the organization of
multiple counter-protests and recent incidents such as the arrest of an individual for throwing
rainbow flags from Elisabeth Bridge into the Danube on June 22, indicates that the event remains a
flashpoint for ideological tensions.

4. FORECAST: Based on attendance recorded in 2025 and previous editions, the parade is likely to
attract turnout in the high tens of thousands to low hundreds of thousands. Although authorities
have imposed restrictions on several planned counter-protests, smaller demonstrations opposing
the march are still likely to occur, given the event’s continued symbolic significance among
conservative and nationalist groups. As such, counter-protests are likely to attract relatively
limited participation, ranging from the mid-dozens to low hundreds, and are unlikely to disrupt the
parade significantly, provided police maintain effective separation measures.

5. FORECAST: While the parade is expected to transpire without major unrest, given the underlying
tensions between LGBTQ+ activists and conservative entities, coupled with the likely presence of
counter-protesters and recent homophobic incidents, a latent risk of localized unrest remains. This
would likely manifest as verbal confrontations between parade participants and counter-
protesters, isolated acts of vandalism targeting Pride symbols, and minor scuffles involving far-
right activists and police enforcing separation measures.

6. Authorities are expected to maintain heightened security measures throughout the event,
including an increased police presence along the parade route, controlled access to key locations,
and a lower threshold for intervention in response to public-order incidents. Police are also likely to
conduct random identity checks, bag inspections, and stop-and-search measures in central
Budapest, particularly around major transport hubs, assembly points, and areas where counter-
protests are anticipated.

7. FORECAST: The parade is also likely to cause significant travel disruptions across central
Budapest. Traffic restrictions and road closures are expected in Districts I, V, VI, and VI,
particularly along Andrassy Avenue, Karoly Boulevard, Kossuth Lajos Street, Erzsebet Bridge, Attila
Street, and surrounding roads. Consequently, significant vehicular congestion, public transport
delays, and temporary route diversions are likely throughout the afternoon and evening.

Recommendations
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https://budapestpride.hu/en/our-projects-2/

1. Those operating or residing in Budapest on June 27 are advised to maintain heightened vigilance

near the scheduled Pride March in central Budapest due to the latent risk of unrest, including the
risk of localized clashes and vandalism.

2. Allot for disruptions to travel along the march route from the afternoon hours onwards.
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